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BHURTPORE is a small independent State, adjoining
Muttra on the west. The Eajah had died some four years
previously to the occurrence of the events I am relating,
and the English Government had assumed charge of the
territory till the infant son he had left should come of
age. The administration of the State was conducted by
an English officer, Major Morrison, who had the title of
^.gent, and several assistants, of whom the chief was
Captain Nixon. Captain Nixon had received early in-
telligence of the disturbances at Delhi, and had imme-
diately proposed to the Government to make use of the
Bhurtpore troops to aid in suppressing them. The
proposal had been approved of, and he had been author-
ised to march the army to Delhi, taking Muttra by the
way. From some oversight these orders had not been
communicated to me, and I was in consequence unaware
of Captain Nixon's approach till about an hour before he
entered the station.
As it was supposed that the mutineers were marching
down*on us, Captain Nixon decided to suspend his ad-
vance and await their arrival on the other side of the city,
where he proposed to place his troops in position and
throw up entrenchments. The city itself was very
capable of defence, for it was full of narrow lanes and